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FFrom the East
WM Burx Norrod

Brethren,

We are off to a great start this year with our 
continued focus on Masonic education, ritual 

work, and ensuring that we uphold the 
commitments of the Blue Lodge—making men Master 

Masons. Without our membership, our Lodge does 
not exist. Without Lodges, the Grand Lodge does 

not exist. Without Grand Lodges, Freemasonry 
itself ceases to exist.

Freemasonry is deeply rooted in the philosophies of Hermeticism and 
Rosicrucianism, and to shed light on this, I have included an article in this 
trestleboard issue that explores both traditions and their influence on 

our Craft.

Our Stated Communications this month will continue to be filled with 
Light. We will be conferring a Fellowcraft Degree on Brother Kenneth 

Freeman, followed by an insightful presentation on the history of the 
Lodge Chaplain by our very own Chaplain, Reverend Brother Logan 
Jeffers. At our second Stated Communication, we have the honor of 
hearing from MWB Robert G. Davis, who will present on his book The 
Mason’s Words, which delves into the evolution of American Masonic 
ritual. This is a must-attend event for any Brother interested in the 

heartbeat of our Craft—our ritual.

I also want to encourage all of you to share your own perspectives on 
matters of Masonic relevance. If you would like to put together a 

presentation for the Lodge this year, please email me. Even if you do not 
live near the Lodge, we can arrange for your presentation to be shared 

via Zoom.

Let us continue working together to strengthen our Lodge and enrich our 
journey in the Craft /G\

Sincerely & Fraternally,
Burx
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On February 24th, Sandoval Masonic Lodge held its Stated Communication, marking a 
particularly special evening for our fraternity. We had the distinct honor of receiving 

RW Jim Bungard, Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico, during his 
official visit to Sandoval Lodge. His presence brought a sense of pride and unity as we 

reaffirmed our commitment to the Craft and our Masonic principles.

The evening was made even more memorable as we welcomed Brother Mike Mulder into the 
fraternity, initiating him as an Entered Apprentice Mason. This significant milestone in his 
Masonic journey was witnessed and supported by a strong showing of brethren dedicated 

to ensuring the continuation of our time-honored traditions.

A special acknowledgment goes to RWB Danny Lucero, whose dedication and mastery of the 
Masonic Lecture played a crucial role in delivering a meaningful and impactful degree. His 

commitment to ritual excellence continues to set a high standard for our Lodge and the 
Craft as a whole.

Sandoval Lodge remains steadfast in its mission to foster Masonic education, fellowship, 
and the growth of new members. With the continued support of our brethren and esteemed 

visitors like RW Jim Bungard, we look forward to building upon these successes and 
strengthening the bonds of our fraternity.
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At Sandoval Lodge, no Degree 
Conferral happens without the 
dedicated brethren who commit 

their time to practice. Ritual 
excellence is not achieved by 

chance—it is the result of 
brothers coming together, 

refining their work, and ensuring 
that every candidate receives a 

meaningful experience. From 
floor work to lectures, every 

role is essential in preserving the 
integrity of our ceremonies and 
upholding the high standards of 

our Craft.

To those who consistently show 
up, your dedication does not go 

unnoticed, and we sincerely thank 
you. Your commitment strengthens 

our Lodge and ensures that our 
traditions continue with 

excellence. If you haven’t 
attended a practice yet, we 

encourage you to join us—your 
participation makes a difference!

Big thanks to Senior Grand 
Deacon RW Jim Bungard for 
his official visit, and to RWB 

Danny Lucero for his 
contributions to Sandoval 

Lodge.

RW Danny, RW Jim, WM Burx
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White Balls Elect, Black Balls Reject: Vote for the Good of Masonry

The ballot box is one of the most sacred traditions in Freemasonry, preserving the harmony of our 
Lodges while upholding our high standards. The principle is simple: 

white balls elect, black balls reject. Every Mason casting a ballot has a solemn duty to vote with 
integrity and in the best interests of the Craft. However, it is just as crucial to recognize that the 

ballot box should never be used as a tool for personal grievances or unfounded bias.

The Responsibility of the Ballot

When a candidate petitions a Lodge, each Brother must weigh their decision with careful 
consideration. The question before every voting member is not whether they personally like the 

petitioner, but whether the petitioner will contribute to the growth and harmony of the Lodge and 
uphold Masonic values.

Should a Brother have serious concerns about a petitioner—whether it be a character issue, 
un-Masonic conduct, or other legitimate reservations—it is his duty to bring these concerns forward 

before the ballot is cast. Open and honest discussion within the Lodge, as we do with all other 
important matters, allows for a more informed decision rather than relying solely on silent 

rejection.

Addressing Concerns Before the Ballot

The Masonic Lodge is built on the principles of brotherhood, wisdom, and justice. If a Brother has a 
valid concern about a candidate, he should present his concerns in a fair and respectful manner 
during Lodge discussions. This ensures that any issues can be properly weighed by the Brethren 

collectively rather than relying on a single Brother’s silent objection.

Furthermore, if the concern is of a personal nature rather than an issue that would impact the 
Lodge as a whole, it is more honorable to allow the petitioner an opportunity to seek membership 

elsewhere. Blackballing a man out of personal grudges rather than for the good of Masonry is an 
abuse of the system and goes against the fundamental teachings of our Craft.

The Honor of the Fraternity

Freemasonry teaches us to be just and upright men. The ballot box should be treated with the same 
reverence as our obligations, ensuring that our votes are cast with fairness and the best interests 

of the Lodge in mind. If a man is truly unworthy, let that determination be made through reasoned 
discussion, not silent opposition. And if a Mason finds himself opposing a candidate for personal 

reasons, he should reflect on whether denying the candidate the opportunity to join the fraternity 
altogether is truly the honorable course.

In the end, our collective goal is the preservation and betterment of Freemasonry. White balls elect, 
black balls reject—but the good of Masonry must always be the guiding principle behind our vote.
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The Kybalion and Its Significance to Freemasonry
A book review by WM Burx Norrod

For those who seek deeper wisdom, The Kybalion stands as one of 
the most profound esoteric texts of the modern era. Written in 

1908 by the mysterious "Three Initiates," the book distills the core 
principles of Hermetic philosophy into what is known as the Seven 
Hermetic Principles. While not a Masonic text per se, The Kybalion 

aligns closely with many of the core values and teachings of 
Freemasonry, offering insights that can enrich a Mason’s spiritual 

and intellectual journey.

The Seven Hermetic Principles

At the heart of The Kybalion are the Seven Hermetic Principles: 
 – "The All is Mind; the Universe is Mental."

 – "As above, so below; as below, so above."

 – "Nothing rests; everything moves; everything vibrates."

 – "Everything is dual; everything has poles; everything has its 
pair of opposites."

 – "Everything flows, out and in; everything has its tides."

 – "Every cause has its effect; every effect has its 
cause."

 – "Gender is in everything; everything has its masculine and 
feminine principles."

Each of these principles offers a framework for understanding the universe, personal 
development, and the hidden forces that shape our reality. These ideas have deep 
connections to Masonic philosophy, particularly in the way Masons are encouraged to 
seek truth, wisdom, and self-mastery.

The Connection to Freemasonry

The Pursuit of Wisdom – Like Freemasonry, The Kybalion emphasizes a structured path 
toward enlightenment. The study of natural laws, the mysteries of existence, and the 
power of the mind aligns with the Masonic journey of self-improvement and the search for 
truth.

The Principle of Correspondence and Masonic Symbolism – The Hermetic maxim "As above, 
so below" is deeply connected to Masonic teachings, which use symbols to convey the 
interconnectedness of the material and spiritual worlds. This principle is reflected in the 
working tools of a Mason, the allegories within the degrees, and the structure of the 
Lodge itself.



AF & AM

Harmony and Balance – The principles of Polarity and Rhythm resonate with Masonic 
ideals of balance in life. Just as a Mason seeks to temper justice with mercy, strength with 
wisdom, and faith with reason, The Kybalion teaches that understanding opposing forces 
leads to mastery over oneself.

Moral and Ethical Cause and Effect – The Principle of Cause and Effect speaks to the 
Masonic duty of living a just and upright life. A Mason understands that his actions shape 
his future, and by adhering to virtue, he aligns himself with the greater harmony of the 
cosmos.

Gender and the Dual Nature of Existence – The duality found in the Principle of Gender 
mirrors the Masonic concept of balance—light and darkness, operative and speculative, 
action and contemplation. This understanding allows a Mason to harmonize his internal 
and external worlds.

The Kybalion as a Tool for Masonic Growth

While Freemasonry has its own set of teachings rooted in ancient traditions, The Kybalion 
serves as an excellent complementary text for deeper reflection. Many of the lessons 
found within its pages echo those presented in Masonic degrees, and studying it can 
provide a Mason with a broader perspective on his philosophical and spiritual journey.

In a world where superficial knowledge is abundant, but true wisdom remains rare, The 
Kybalion offers an opportunity for serious seekers to look beyond the veil. Its teachings 
challenge the mind, strengthen the spirit, and encourage the self-discipline that every 
Mason should cultivate.

Just as Masonry urges a man to build his temple—not of stone, but of understanding—so too 
does The Kybalion provide the tools to refine one’s perception of reality. By embracing its 
principles alongside Masonic teachings, a Brother can deepen his grasp of the hidden 
mysteries and better fulfill his duty to know thyself and serve humanity.

Left

The Sun, Moon, & 
Worshipful 

Master

Right

"As above, so 
below" 

compasses is the 
universe, the 

Square the Earth
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RRosicrucianismm andd Freemasonry:: 
AA Historicall andd Philosophicall Connection

By WM Burx Norrod

The connection between Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry has been 
a subject of fascination for scholars, historians, and esotericists 
for centuries. While these two traditions are distinct, they share 

common themes, overlapping symbols, and historical intersections 
that suggest an intricate relationship.

Originss andd Philosophicall Similarities

Rosicrucianism emerged in the early 17th century with the 
publication of three mysterious manifestos: Fama Fraternitatis 
(1614), Confessio Fraternitatis (1615), and Chymical Wedding of 

Christian Rosenkreutz (1616). These texts described a secret 
fraternity dedicated to spiritual enlightenment, alchemical 

transformation, and the pursuit of hidden wisdom. Though the 
manifestos never explicitly mentioned Freemasonry, their themes 

of initiation, secrecy, and esoteric knowledge resonate strongly with Masonic traditions.

Freemasonry, on the other hand, formalized as a fraternal organization in the early 18th 
century with the founding of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717. However, Masonic traditions 
and symbols can be traced back earlier. Like the Rosicrucians, Freemasons sought to cultivate 

moral and philosophical growth through allegory, ritual, and symbolic teachings. Both 
movements emphasize personal enlightenment, moral rectitude, and a deep appreciation for 

ancient wisdom.

Sharedd Symbolismm andd Esotericc Influence

One of the most compelling connections between Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry lies in their 
shared use of symbols. The Rosicrucian emblem—a cross adorned with a rose—has appeared in 

various Masonic degrees and esoteric circles. Similarly, Rosicrucian writings contain references 
to tools and symbols familiar to Freemasons, such as the compass, square, and temple imagery.

The Scottish Rite, one of Freemasonry’s appendant bodies, contains degrees that incorporate 
Rosicrucian themes. The 18th degree, known as the Knight Rose Croix, explicitly references the 
Rose Cross and emphasizes spiritual enlightenment, resurrection, and the triumph of truth over 

ignorance. Some scholars argue that Rosicrucian philosophy significantly influenced the 
development of the higher degrees of Freemasonry.

Historicall Intersections

While Freemasonry and Rosicrucianism developed independently, historical records suggest that 
some Masons in the 18th and 19th centuries were also involved in Rosicrucian societies. Notably, 
figures such as Elias Ashmole, an early speculative Mason and renowned scholar, expressed an 

interest in alchemy and Rosicrucian thought. Similarly, German and French Masonic lodges 
during the Enlightenment period incorporated Rosicrucian doctrines, blending mystical and 

Hermetic teachings into their rituals.

(continued on next page)
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Organizations such as the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia (SRIA), founded in 1867, and the 
Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis (SRICF), founded in 1880 as the American branch of 
the Rosicrucians, specifically cater to Freemasons with an interest in Rosicrucianism. Membership 

in these societies is restricted to Master Masons; however, they create fundamental division 
within the Craft as they require a belief in a specific religion—the Christian faith—whereas 

Freemasonry itself is non-sectarian in nature.

The SRICF intrigued me—in part due to going through the Master Craftsman course and learning 
that the philosophies of Freemasonry are rooted in Rosicrucianism and Hermeticism. However, 

after discovering the Masonic sect of the Rosicrucians are a clique due to being 'invitation only', I 
joined the world's largest Rosicrucian order, AMORC, the Ancient Mystical Order of the Rosy 
Cross. It is a fraternal organization that studies the Western Esoteric Tradition. I found that 

because Rosicrucianism derives from its three manifestos, much like Christianity derives from the 
Bible, a study of these three manifestos alone helped me to make the Masonic connections, and 

they are easily found online for download.

Although the SRIA and SRICF, as well as AMORC, teach Rosicrucianism with their own particular 
dogma—much like the numerous Christian denominations do with their thousands of religious 

interpretations—one can simply read through the three Rosicrucian manifestos directly to gain 
insight and form their own original opinions. For more information on a non-invitation-only body of 

Rosicrucians, visit www Rosicrucian. org

Additionally, three members of a Masonic Rosicrucian society went on to found the Hermetic 
Order of the Golden Dawn, a society devoted to the study and practice of occult Hermeticism and 
metaphysics. This organization became one of the most influential Western esoteric groups of the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries, with noted occultist Aleister Crowley among its members.

Though Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry remain separate traditions, they share an esoteric kinship 
that has endured for centuries. Their mutual emphasis on initiation, secrecy, and the pursuit of 

higher knowledge suggests a philosophical bridge between the two. While not all Freemasons are 
Rosicrucians, and vice versa, those who study both traditions often find a deep and enriching 

connection that continues to inspire seekers of wisdom and enlightenment to this day /G\

Left to right:

Lamen of the SRICF and
symbol of the Scottish 

Rite's 18th Degree, Knight 
of the Rose Croix
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Got an idea for a Masonic-related article for 
next month’s Trestleboard? Consider yourself 

hired to write it! 

Send your submission to BurxNorrod@gmail.com
—your wages are the knowledge that your Light 

will illuminate and inspire all who read it.

-Trestleboard Editor


