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Presentation Highlight: The Knights of Pythias

At our Second Stated Communication of September, we had the 
pleasure of hearing an enlightening presentation from our 
Chaplain, Rev. Brother Logan Skye, on the history and 
significance of the Knights of Pythias.

Brother Skye traced the origins of the Order, founded during 
the 19th century, and its purpose as a fraternal organization 
dedicated to friendship, charity, and benevolence. What made 
the presentation especially engaging was the way he 
highlighted the connections and parallels between the 
Knights of Pythias and Freemasonry. Both organizations draw 
upon rich traditions of allegory, moral instruction, and 
symbolism to inspire their members toward upright living and 
service to humanity.

We learned how the Knights of Pythias, though not Masonic, 
reflect similar values of brotherhood, loyalty, and moral 
character, and how they, like Masonry, use ritual and 
symbolism to teach timeless lessons. The presentation served 
as a reminder that Freemasonry is part of a broader tapestry 
of fraternal orders that have contributed to the shaping of 
communities, encouraged mutual support, and promoted 
virtues that build stronger men and stronger societies. His 
talk not only deepened our understanding of the Knights of 
Pythias, but also reminded us of the importance of seeking 
Light wherever it may be found in the broader fraternal 
tradition. It was a timely lesson in appreciating how these 
organizations complement one another in reinforcing the 
values we hold dear as Masons.

Our gratitude goes to Rev. Brother Logan Skye for sharing his 
knowledge and perspective with us, leaving us all with a 
greater appreciation for the traditions and connections of 
the fraternal world.
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If there’s one thing I’ve learned this year serving as Master of 
Sandoval Lodge No. 76, it’s that it is nearly impossible to plan an 

entire year with certainty. No matter how carefully one lays out a 
calendar, unknown variables always appear along the way.

There are guidebooks written on how to plan your year in the East, 
and while they offer good direction, I’ve found them to be just that — 
a guide. In reality, one must also lean on the lessons of the Stoics as 

the year unfolds:

Marcus Aurelius  reminds us that “You have power over your mind, not outside events.” A Master 

cannot control every circumstance, but he can control his response to them.

Epictetus  teaches that “It’s not what happens to you, but how you react that matters.” The key to a 

successful year is flexibility, not rigidity.

Seneca tells us that “Luck is what happens when preparation meets opportunity.” Even amid the 

unexpected, preparation allows us to seize the moment.

With those lessons in mind, I am satisfied with how our year has progressed. We have ensured that 

our Stated Communications were filled with Masonic education and degree work, while keeping 

lengthy business discussions confined to our online Zoom meetings on the first Sunday of each 

month.

I take everything I do seriously, and I can honestly say that serving as Master has made this year ten 

times busier than ever before. Between the Lodge, my work as a mortgage broker, and keeping up 

with my travels and hobbies, I have learned balance in a whole new way.

To me, Freemasonry has always been a mystery school, and next year I plan on expanding my journey 

by joining and learning more about the York Rite of Freemasonry. I also hope to take the principles 

we’ve refined in our Blue Lodge and apply them in ways that might impact our entire Grand Lodge 

jurisdiction.

I would be happy to sit down with any Brother who would like to know more about what it takes to 

succeed as Master of a Lodge and to share, in greater depth, the lessons I’ve learned along the way.

Thank you, Brethren, for helping make Sandoval Lodge No. 76 the success that it is. 

It has been an honor to serve.
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Honoring WB Roger W. McDonald

Sandoval Lodge No. 76 is proud to announce 
that we have made WB Roger W. McDonald an 

Honorary Master of the Lodge. 

This honor is in recognition of his tireless 
dedication and the tremendous work he has 
done behind the scenes to ensure that our 

Lodge runs as smoothly and efficiently as it 
should. While much of his effort may not 

always be visible on the surface, every 
Brother has benefitted from his commitment, 

organization, and willingness to step in 
whenever needed.

Freemasonry is sustained not only by ritual 
and meetings, but also by the hard work of 

those who quietly keep everything in motion. 
WB McDonald’s steady hand and devotion to 

our Lodge embody the very principles of service and Brotherhood upon 
which our Craft is built.

On behalf of the Officers and Brethren of Sandoval Lodge, we extend our 
heartfelt thanks and congratulations to WB Roger W. McDonald for this 

well-deserved honor! 



October 

A:. L:. 6025

 AF & AM

An Eventful Evening at Sandoval Lodge in September! 

Our first Stated Communication in September was preceded by a delicious spaghetti dinner 
prepared and hosted by the Turquoise Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star (OES), 

under the leadership of Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron, Lana & Keith Elder.

Following dinner, the Brethren were treated to a presentation and introductions into the 
Order of the Eastern Star and its members who were in attendance. This provided a 
wonderful opportunity to learn more about one of Freemasonry’s most active and 

supportive appendant bodies. We look forward to future announcements of upcoming 
events from OES, whose mission is beautifully expressed:

“To make a positive difference in the world with charitable worklasting friendships, and 
loving kindness to all mankind.”

The Order of the Eastern Star is open to both men and women and provides opportunities 
to:

 Take part in charitable projects that directly benefit our communities.

 Build lifelong friendships through fellowship, service, and shared values.

 Grow spiritually and morally through the lessons taught by its five heroines.

 Support and complement the work of Freemasonry while welcoming family members into 
a Masonic setting.

For those seeking a way to deepen their connection to Freemasonry, give back through 
service, and form bonds of friendship that last a lifetime, OES offers a truly rewarding 

and fulfilling path.

 To learn more, visit: www.easternstar.org
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Widows Sons – Sons of Light Chapter

Submitted by Bro. Stuart “Sasquatch” Miles

Over the past few months, the Sons of Light Chapter 
has been active on the road, riding in support of 

fellowship and charitable causes.

On August 24, 2025, our chapter led a memorable 
ride to the striking La Ventana Arch, south of 

Grants, NM. Along the way, we enjoyed good food 
and camaraderie with a stop at the Bibo Bar & Grill, 
reminding us that Brotherhood is often best shared 

over a meal and open roads.

On September 14, 2025, we joined forces with the 

Moose Riders Charity Event in Belen for the Unite Against Cancer ride. It was 
inspiring to see so many riders come together in a show of solidarity and support 

for those battling this illness.

Most recently, on September 27, 2025, the chapter participated in the CVMA Phil’s 
Ride, an event dedicated to aiding a veteran undergoing cancer treatments. This 

ride carried special meaning, as it underscored the values of service and support 
that define us as both Masons and Widows Sons.

The Sons of Light Chapter remains committed to living out the tenets of 
Freemasonry on two wheels — combining Brotherhood, charity, and the joy of 

riding. Thank you to all who joined and supported these events. Your presence 
made a difference in the lives of many.
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This new section is meant to highlight, in the words of 
our members, what first inspired them to join 

Freemasonry. By sharing these personal stories, we 
hope to show both the Craft and the public why so many 

good men continue to seek Light within our doors.

"I became a Mason while living in the D.C. area, after constantly 
encountering Masonic symbols and realizing that books like 

Freemasons for Dummies couldn’t fully answer my questions about 
what truly happens behind closed doors. I chose to stay because I 
discovered that Masonry is, in many ways, a living mystery school—

one that continues to challenge and inspire me." 
- Burx Norrod, member since 2012

No other submissions were sent from members during the month of 
September - but here's a few words from from one who knocked on 

our doors, seeking admission:

"Regarding the four reasons to joining Masonry would be honestly all four. Brotherhood 
because I’m wanting to build camaraderie with people that are in search of enlightenment. 

Personal growth because I’m wanting to be a better man, Education is important to me because it 
is our evolving mission to constantly learn and to gain wisdom through knowledge. Charity is 

vital to all civilization for if we are in constant greed and selfishness society will fall and we 
will never experience wisdom through charitable acts. The tradition of Masonry is important to 

me through the history of The United States and also through my grandfather. I think the 
traditions of Masonry should be carried throughout history because of evidential greatness 

that many Masons established and created."
Mr. Joshua L. Floyd

“Let’s fill this page, Brethren! Members from any Lodge are welcome to 
contribute—the more voices, the brighter the Light. The Craft shines 

best when shared, so let’s spread it far and wide!”

burx norrod
Rectangle

burx norrod
Rectangle
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Sandoval Lodge Social Gathering: Firearm Safety & Fellowship

Sandoval Lodge members recently enjoyed a fantastic social get-together outside of the 
Lodge building, strengthening our bonds of brotherhood in a unique and engaging 

setting. We were delighted to be joined by a couple of Brothers who have recently moved 
into the area and who, when time allows, have begun attending our Stated 

Communications. Their presence made the fellowship all the more meaningful.

The event was held at the Albuquerque Shooting Range and centered around a class on 
Firearm Safety & Efficiency, facilitated by Burx Norrod. In addition to leading Sandoval 

Lodge as Master this year, Burx is also an NRA Certified Instructor and competitive 
shooter, who teaches through his own instruction company, 

www.StraightLineDefense.com when time allows..

Participants had the benefit of both classroom instruction and hands-on experience at a 
private shooting berm, creating a safe environment to learn, practice, and improve skills. 

It was a wonderful opportunity not only to gain knowledge, but also to share time 
together outside of the Lodge room in fellowship and trust.

This event was a reminder that the bonds we form as Masons extend beyond ritual and 
formal meetings—they are strengthened whenever we come together in brotherhood, 

whether in the Lodge room or out in the world.
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Gnosticism and the Holy Saints John 
in Freemasonry

By Burx Norrod

From the very start of our Masonic journey, we encounter a 
curious phrase: “From a Lodge of the Holy Saints John at 

Jerusalem.” For many, it’s repeated without much thought. 
Yet if we pause to reflect, this small statement opens a 

door to deeper questions: Who are these Saints John, and 
why do they appear at the threshold of our initiation?

In exploring this, I turned to both historical and spiritual sources. St. John the Baptist is 
often seen through what could be called a Gnostic lens. He proclaimed a spiritual 
awakening—a light breaking through the darkness of the world. By contrast, St. John the 
Evangelist emphasized the Logos, the Word made flesh, grounding the divine in physical 
reality. Two Johns, two perspectives—yet both preserved in our Craft as complementary 
guides.

This balance between spirit and matter lies at the heart of Gnostic thought, which seeks 
not merely belief, but gnosis—inner knowledge of the Divine. Freemasonry, too, invites us 
on this path. Our ritual, allegory, and symbols are not simply forms of tradition; they are 
keys for unlocking hidden truths.

When Masons speak of “seeking Light,” we echo the same pursuit that animated the early 
Gnostics: a quest to pierce the veil of appearances and rediscover the spark of divinity 
within ourselves. The Saints John stand as reminders that Light may be sought in both the 
spiritual and the material, the mystical and the practical—each completing the other.

As we continue our own Masonic journeys, may we not overlook these early signposts. 
They are more than ritual phrases. They are an invitation to lifelong reflection on where 
we come from, and where we are headed, as seekers of Light.

 Further Reading for the Curious Mason

The Mandaean Book of John 

The Secret Teachings of Jesus: Four Gnostic Gospels translated by Marvin Meyer.

gnosis.org
 – online resource of Gnostic texts and commentary.

Freemasonry and the Compasses by William Preston – on symbolism tied to the Saints John.

The Gnostics and Their Remains by Charles William King – classic study of Gnostic symbols.
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Union Lodge No. 4 – Keeping New Mexico’s Moon Lodge Alive

By Burx Norrod

Union Lodge No. 4 in Wagon Mound held another fantastic Stated Communication on 
Tuesday, September 30th, 2025. True to its heritage as New Mexico’s historic “Moon 

Lodge,” the brethren gather on the Tuesday before the full moon of each month.

Because this year’s October full moon fell on October 6th, the Lodge met in September 
instead. This means there will be no Stated Communication during the month of October 

itself. The next gathering will be held on Tuesday, November 4th, just before the 
November full moon.

Union Lodge is one of the oldest Lodges in New Mexico, having received its charter in 
October 1877. For nearly 150 years, it has stood as a beacon of Masonic fellowship in 

Wagon Mound and remains an important reminder of our state’s Masonic heritage. Many of 
its current members travel from Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, and Las Vegas to ensure that 

this historic Lodge continues to thrive.

Two of our own brethren — WM Burx Norrod and RW Larry Mikkelsen — are plural 
members of Union Lodge No. 4. Their continued support, along with that of others who 
make the long journey north, helps keep the Moon Lodge alive for future generations.

Keeping Union Lodge open is more than a matter of tradition — it is an opportunity to 
preserve a unique Masonic experience. The fellowship, the history, and the significance of 

being part of a Moon Lodge are treasures worth protecting. Every visit, every meeting, 
and every handshake in its tiled hall carries forward the legacy of those who came 

before us.

If you would like to attend the next Stated Communication on November 4th, reach out to 
me at BurxNorrod@gmail.com. I will gladly drive you there — it’s about 2.5 hours from 
Albuquerque, so plan on a longer evening filled with Masonic fellowship and history!
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 The Esoteric Lessons of Freemasonry: Alive and Well

The esoteric lessons of Freemasonry are still very much alive, as evidenced by a recent 
presentation delivered by WM Burx Norrod to the Allied Masonic Degrees of Ohio. The event drew 

an enthusiastic turnout and highlighted the enduring interest in the Craft’s symbolic and 
philosophical teachings.

Burx's presentation examined the building of King Solomon’s Temple as more than just an ancient 
construction project — instead, as a profound allegory of man’s consciousness. Each stone, tool, 

and laborer was interpreted as representing aspects of the human spirit, reminding Masons that the 
Temple is not only a physical edifice, but also a metaphor for the inner life each Brother builds 

within himself.

The response from the Ohio AMD Council was overwhelmingly positive. One Brother remarked:

“Thanks for sharing!!! This was a great presentation and I think it is such a great topic, so much to 
discuss on this thing and I was waiting to hear about the Shamir! The worm that could cut through 

stone. But it was truly a great discussion over this topic. Much can be said about the 72 names, 
angels, Shemhamphorash, and the demons – it could easily be a massive presentation on that topic. 

Also, I’m interested to hear about his OTO experience! I’ve never met anyone who is in the OTO and I’ve 
only heard little things about it. Thank you for making this happen Bro. Elliott. I’m happy to have 

seen this and be included in the people who were able to view it.”

This kind of feedback demonstrates that the esoteric dimension of Freemasonry remains vibrant and 
compelling. The allegories surrounding Solomon’s Temple continue to open pathways into rich 

discussions — from the mystery of the Shamir worm, to the angelic names of the Shemhamphorash, to 
broader explorations of mystical traditions.

By engaging in presentations like this, Brethren are reminded that Freemasonry is not static ritual, 
but a living school of philosophy that grows deeper with study and shared reflection. WM Burx 

Norrod’s presentation to the Allied Masonic Degrees of Ohio made it clear: the esoteric spirit of 
Freemasonry is not only alive, but thriving.

burx norrod
Rectangle
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Guarding the West Gate

A heartfelt thank you to Bro. John Keel, Bro. Bob Tyler, and Bro. Kenneth Freeman for 
giving up part of their Sunday to serve on our most recent Candidate Investigation 

Committee.

Guarding the West Gate is one of the most vital duties we have as Masons. By ensuring that 
only those who are truly worthy and well-qualified are admitted, we protect the integrity 

of our Craft and help our Lodge remain strong for generations to come.

It is through the commitment, service, and sacrifice of dedicated Brethren like these that 
our Lodge continues to grow, our bonds are strengthened, and Freemasonry remains alive 

and flourishing.

If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to serve on a candidate investigation, consider 
joining one at our next reading of a petition. It’s an excellent way to better understand 

what it truly means to Guard the West Gate.

Well done, Brothers — and thank you for your service!
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CONGRATULATIONS WB Leon Alderette!

We extend our warmest congratulations to WB Leon T. Alderette on his recent 
appointment as Personal Representative for DeMolay in New Mexico. This honor is richly 
deserved—Brother Alderette has long been committed to youth mentorship, service, and 

the ideals of Masonic youth work in our state. His track record and his careful dedication 
to guiding young men in DeMolay demonstrate the foresight, integrity, and leadership 

needed in this role. We are confident that under his direction, DeMolay in New Mexico will 
flourish, and we look forward to supporting him in every way possible.

WB Alderette’s appointment is a reminder of the important role that Masons play in 
shaping the future by investing in the next generation. By nurturing the values of 

leadership, service, and brotherhood in DeMolay, he is helping ensure that the lessons of 
Freemasonry continue to inspire young men and prepare them to be leaders in their 

communities. His example shows us all how service and mentorship can leave a lasting 
impact.
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Freemasonry: More Than Suits & Esoterics

When most people think of Freemasonry, they picture men in suits and ties, gathered in 
solemn discussion about the hidden mysteries of the Craft, debating the symbolism of the 

Square, Compasses, and maybe even the metaphysics of King Solomon’s Temple. And yes, 
that happens… sometimes.

But let’s be honest — just as often, Freemasonry means a bunch of Brothers meeting up 
next door at the American Legion or the Elks Lodge, swapping stories, sharing a frosty 

beverage, and mercilessly poking fun at each other. The conversation may range 
anywhere from “the deeper meaning of the ritual” to “who’s still buying New Mexico chile 

in a can instead of roasting it fresh.”

One fair warning though: we have a lot of veterans in the Lodge — so beware of these 
conversations. They can turn into tall tales, good-natured ribbing, and the kind of humor 

that only comes from years of service and brotherhood.

It’s in those moments — the laughs, the camaraderie, and the friendly teasing — that we’re 
reminded Freemasonry is not only about building better men in the Lodge room, but also 

about building lifelong friendships outside of it. Suits and esoterics have their place, but 
so do jeans, boots, and a cold drink with Brothers who’ve got your back.

After all, what good is a Lodge full of wisdom if you can’t also laugh until your sides 
hurt? 
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The Pillars of Freemasonry: Education & Ritual

There are countless organizations in the world that do good — from the Lions Club to the 
Rotary, Kiwanis, the Elks, and countless others. They raise funds for charity, support 
their communities, and bring people together for fellowship. These groups make a real 

difference, and their efforts are commendable.

So what makes Freemasonry different? Why does our Craft stand apart from other 
worthy organizations?

The answer lies in our two pillars: Masonic Education and Ritual Work.

Unlike other groups, Freemasonry does not simply focus on doing good works — it also 
seeks to transform the individual Brother. Through ritual, symbolism, and allegory, we 
are called not only to serve our communities but to refine ourselves: to chip away the 

rough ashlar and build the inner temple of character, wisdom, and virtue. Through 
Masonic education, we expand upon those lessons, exploring the deeper mysteries of our 

Craft and discovering how timeless truths still apply to the modern Mason.

When we lose sight of these two pillars, Freemasonry risks becoming just another civic 
club. But when we embrace them, our Lodges become true sanctuaries of Light, where a 

Brother can come to learn, grow, and be inspired to live out the highest ideals of the 
Craft.

This is why it is so important to bring esoteric presentations back into our Lodges 
everywhere. Discussions on symbolism, philosophy, allegory, and the spiritual lessons 

hidden within our ritual are not optional add-ons — they are the very heart of what makes 
us Masons.

So let us return to our roots. Let us commit to not only performing our ritual with 
precision but also to discussing its meaning. Let us encourage Brothers to research, 

present, and share the deeper lessons of the Craft. For in doing so, we preserve what 
makes Freemasonry truly unique — and ensure that the Light of our fraternity shines 

brighter for generations to come.
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What Does the “G” Stand For in Freemasonry?

One of the most recognizable symbols in Freemasonry is the Square and Compasses with 
the letter “G” at its center. For centuries, this emblem has invited reflection, discussion, 

and sometimes debate. What does the “G” really stand for?

Traditionally, two primary interpretations are given:

God – the Divine Architect of the Universe, the source of all light, wisdom, and truth. By 
placing “G” at the heart of our emblem, Masons are reminded that no work can be rightly 

begun or finished without the presence of the Great Architect.

Geometry – the science upon which the superstructure of Masonry is built. As an 
operative art, geometry was the key to building great temples and cathedrals; as a 

speculative science, it reminds us of order, proportion, and harmony in both the universe 
and our lives.

But in the esoteric tradition, some Masons have considered whether there might be 
another layer of meaning. Could the “G” also represent Gnosis?

In its truest sense, Gnosis is not simply knowledge, but enlightened understanding — a 
spiritual insight that goes beyond facts and enters into direct experience of truth. 

Freemasonry, as a system of allegory and symbol, has always invited the initiate to seek 
more than surface meaning. To consider “G” as Gnosis is to see it as an emblem of inner 
awakening — the kind of Light we petition for when we first knock at the Lodge door.

So, what does the “G” stand for? Perhaps the answer is all of the above. God, Geometry, 
and Gnosis are not contradictory, but complementary. Together they remind us that the 

Great Architect is both transcendent and immanent, that the universe is built on harmony 
and proportion, and that within each of us lies the capacity to awaken to greater Light.

Ultimately, the meaning of the “G” is a personal meditation. Each Mason must reflect upon 
it, not as a single answer carved in stone, but as a symbol that continues to unfold with 

every step we take in our Masonic journey.
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Upcoming Events at Sandoval Lodge No. 76

Brethren, we have a busy and exciting calendar ahead — mark your dates 
and plan to join us for fellowship, ritual, and education:

October 13th – 1st Stated Communication of October
We will be conferring an Entered Apprentice Degree, followed by a 

Master Mason Proficiency Examination. The evening will be preceded by a 
hearty dinner of Green Chile Chicken Soup prepared by Bro. Kenneth 

Freeman.

October 27th – 2nd Stated Communication of October
Our Junior Steward, Bro. Benjamin Cote, will be giving a presentation on 
the Liberal Arts & Sciences of Freemasonry — a cornerstone of Masonic 
education that ties directly into the lessons of the Fellowcraft Degree.

November 10th – 1st Stated Communication of November
Program TBD — details will be announced soon.

November 24th – 2nd Stated Communication of November
Election Night. A reminder that the qualifications for Warden or Master 
include having your 2026 dues paid in full as well as being qualified for 

the Certificate of Master Mason Proficiency. For the offices of Secretary 
and Treasurer, you must also have your 2026 dues paid up by election night 

(November 24th).

December 8th – 1st Stated Communication of December
The Closing Message from the Master. Please note: there will be no 2nd 

Stated Communication in December as the Lodge will go Dark. 
The Master-Elect will use this time to plan his Installation.




