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 Congratulations to Our Newest Brother – 
Gary Reagan!

Sandoval Lodge No. 76 is proud to welcome our newest member, 
Brother Gary Reagan! His initiation marks a meaningful 

milestone for both him and the Lodge, and we are excited to 
accompany him on his journey in the Craft.

Even before receiving the Light of Masonry, Brother Reagan 
had already begun showing his dedication to our Lodge. He has 

joined us in clean-up efforts and taken part in community events, 
proving his eagerness to serve and strengthen the bonds of 

fellowship that define us as Masons.

This evening’s Stated Communication was full of energy and 
promise. In addition to welcoming Brother Reagan, we received 

two new petitions, hosted several prospective members, and 
enjoyed the company of visiting Brethren. Each visitor was 
gifted a copy of Meditations by Marcus Aurelius, a timeless 

reminder of the virtues of discipline, reflection, and leadership 
that echo our Masonic teachings.

Moments like these remind us of the vitality of our Lodge and the 
importance of extending a warm hand of friendship to all who 

enter our doors. With new petitions, prospects, and a newly 
initiated Brother among us, the future of Sandoval Lodge No. 76 

is brighter than ever.

Congratulations, Brother Gary, and welcome to the Craft!
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As we move into the final quarter of the year, I want to pause 
and extend my heartfelt thanks to all of you who continue to 

make our Lodge run as smoothly and efficiently as it does. 
Much of what keeps the Lodge alive goes unnoticed, yet it is 

the steady commitment of each Brother—whether in ritual, in 
the kitchen, on committees, or simply through your presence—
that sustains us. Please know that your contributions do not 

go without gratitude.

Being now three-quarters of the way through my year in the 
East, I’ve had many moments of reflection.

Since being initiated in 2012, I’ve served in every Line officer’s chair—first as Junior 
Steward, then Junior Deacon, Senior Deacon, and Junior Warden at Herndon Lodge No. 
264 in Virginia; then Junior Warden twice at Capitol City Lodge No. 93 in Idaho; then here 
at Sandoval Lodge, as Senior Steward, Junior Warden, Senior Warden, and now Master. 
Each station, each responsibility, brought its own lessons—teaching me patience, humility, 
leadership, and above all, the value of teamwork.

While the ideal progression through the chairs gives a Master insight into every station, 
the reality is that Lodges must often adapt. Life moves quickly, brethren relocate, and 
unexpected responsibilities arise. Freemasonry, like life itself, requires us to overcome 
challenges and adjust to circumstances we may not have foreseen. In this, I’ve come to 
appreciate not just the form of the ritual, but the resilience of the Craft itself.

This brings to mind a passage from Meditations by Marcus Aurelius—a book I give to every 
visitor to our Lodge: “You have power over your mind—not outside events. Realize this, and 
you will find strength.” Each of us, when called to step forward, does so not under 
perfect conditions, but under the conditions as they are. And yet, by focusing on what we 
can control—our effort, our example, and our brotherly love—we find the strength to 
carry the Lodge onward.

Brethren, thank you again for all that you do. It is my honor to serve in the East, but it is 
your daily labor that truly keeps the Light of Sandoval Lodge burning bright.
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Sons of Light Fellowship Rides – Summer Highlights
By Brother Stuart Miles

The Sons of Light Widows Sons Chapter has had an active and 
memorable summer, enjoying the open road, fellowship, and 
opportunities to connect with Brothers and the community.

June 29, 2025 – Ride to Edgewood
We kicked things off with a fellowship ride to the Pizza Barn in 

Edgewood. The weather was perfect, and after a hearty meal we 
gathered at the Horse and Angel Tavern to explore the idea of 
hosting a regular Widows Sons Bike Night. It was an excellent 

turnout, with several independent riders joining in and adding to the 
camaraderie.

July 6, 2025 – Ride to Beer Creek Brewery
Our next ride took us north of Madrid to Beer Creek Brewery. Once again, we enjoyed strong 

participation, including many independent riders who have been consistently supporting our rides. A 
surprise hailstorm near Cedar Crest gave us a little extra adventure—but it only added to the 

memories!

July 13, 2025 – Ride to Galisteo
The following weekend, we traveled to Galisteo, NM, where along the way other Masons recognized 

us by our patches, leading to some great fellowship and connections. After a long but enjoyable 
ride under clear skies, we once again stopped at the Pizza Barn for lunch. A suggested “short cut” 

turned into a dirt road, adding excitement to the ride, but everyone arrived safely for another 
meetup at the Horse and Angel Tavern for food and refreshments.

July 18, 2025 – Charity Ride in Belen
To close out the month, we were honored to join the Moose Riders in Belen for a charity ride, 

followed by Bike Night. This event raised $1,500 for Valencia County Shelter Services, supporting 
victims of abuse. It was rewarding to not only enjoy the ride but also contribute to such an 

important cause.

These fellowship rides have strengthened our bonds, welcomed new riders, and reminded us of the 
shared purpose that unites us as Masons and Widows Sons: fellowship, charity, and brotherhood. 

We look forward to many more miles together on the road ahead.
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  Services for Brother JJ 

Bro. Justin 'JJ' Gallegos went to the 
Celestial Lodge above in August, an active 
Mason, member of Chapman Lodge no. 2 and 

active at Union Lodge No. 4

Services for our beloved Brother JJ will be 
held on Thursday, September 11th at 
Roger’s Mortuary, 600 Reynolds Ave, 

Las Vegas, NM.

Private Viewing (Immediate Family): 
9:00 – 10:00 AM

Public Viewing (Friends & Family): 
10:00 – 11:00 AM

Masonic Service by Chapman Lodge No. 2: 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

A reception will follow at the Chapman 
Lodge Temple, 518 ½ Douglas Ave, 

Las Vegas, NM.

Brother JJ will be cremated and laid to 
rest at a later date.

Let us come together to honor his memory, 
celebrate his life, and support his family during 

this time.

Bro. JJ serving as Senior Warden at Union Lodge No. v4 
at June & July's Stated Communications this year 

burx norrod
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 September's 1st Stated Communications – September 8th 

mark your calendars!
Our 1st Stated Communication of September will be a special evening of fellowship and 

learning.

 Dinner at 6:00 PM
The Turquoise Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star (OES) will be preparing dinner 

for us. In addition to providing a wonderful meal, they will also give an educational 
presentation on the history, purpose, and charitable work of the OES, and how they 

support the Craft.

 Education & Review
Following the OES presentation, we will review the Menu Portal in GrandView, a 

valuable resource supported by every Mason in the Grand Lodge of New Mexico. This will 
be an excellent opportunity to better understand its features and learn how to make 

full use of what it offers.

 Date: Monday, September 8th
 Time: Dinner at 6:00 PM | Stated Communication at 7:00 PM

 Location: Sandoval Lodge No. 76

This promises to be a meaningful evening filled with fellowship, education, and 
connection. We look forward to seeing you there!

Learn what all these buttons do!

burx norrod
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 Education Presentation – September 22nd 

Brethren, please mark your calendars for our 2nd Stated Communication of September on 
Monday, September 22nd. We will be joined by our Chaplain, Rev. Bro. Logan Skye, who 

will be delivering the evening’s Masonic Education presentation on the Knights of Pythias.

The Knights of Pythias, founded in 1864 in Washington D.C., was the first fraternal order 
to be chartered by an Act of the U.S. Congress. Rooted in the timeless legend of Damon 
and Pythias, their teachings emphasize friendship, loyalty, and honor—values that are 
very familiar to us as Masons. Rev. Bro. Logan will guide us through the history of this 

order, its mission, and how its lessons compare and contrast with the tenets we hold dear 
within our Craft.

This presentation will not only deepen our understanding of the shared ideals across 
fraternal organizations, but also remind us of the important role such societies have 

played in shaping communities, supporting charity, and cultivating moral character 
throughout history.

We encourage all Brethren to attend this evening of fellowship, learning, and 
reflection. Your presence strengthens our Lodge, and your engagement ensures that the 

light of knowledge continues to shine brightly among us.

 Date: Monday, September 22nd
 Dinner at 6:00 PM | Lodge at 7:00 PM

 Sandoval Lodge No. 76

Let us come together to support our Chaplain in what promises to be a thoughtful and 
enlightening presentation!
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 Strengthening Our Ritual Through Memory Work

By: Burx Norrod

One of the cornerstones of Freemasonry is the ritual. More than simply words spoken in 
Lodge, our ritual is a living tradition passed from generation to generation, preserving 
the lessons and mysteries of the Craft. To carry this forward, each of us has a duty to 

strengthen our own ability in memory work, so that the ritual can be delivered with 
dignity, precision, and meaning.

Why Memory Work Matters

When ritual is performed well, the candidate experiences something unforgettable. 
Every pause, every phrase, and every symbol comes alive. This is not achieved by reading 

from a book, but by placing the words firmly in our hearts and minds. In doing so, we 
honor the brethren who taught us, and we provide a worthy example for those who will 

follow.

Practical Lessons in Memory Work

Start Small, Repeat Often: Break the work into manageable sections. Recite them 
frequently, even for just a few minutes at a time, until they become second nature.

Use Multiple Senses: Speak the words aloud, write them down, and, when possible, walk 
through the floor work. Engaging multiple senses reinforces retention.

Work with a Partner: Practicing with a fellow brother creates accountability, and it 
often reveals details we might overlook on our own.

Focus on Meaning, Not Just Words: When you understand why the ritual says what it 
does, the words flow more naturally. The lessons behind the lines anchor them in your 

memory.

Daily Consistency: Just as steady drops of water wear away stone, a few minutes each day 
makes a lasting difference over time.

The Deeper Lesson

Ritual memorization is more than an exercise of the mind—it is a discipline of the spirit. In 
learning and delivering ritual, we practice patience, humility, and perseverance. We also 
discover that the real goal is not to perfectly recite words, but to embody their meaning 

in our daily lives.

Brethren, let us each strive to keep the ritual alive within us. In doing so, we not only 
preserve the traditions of the Lodge, but we strengthen the bonds of brotherhood and 

illuminate the path for those who come after us.
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 Important Notice ï Upcoming Vote at September Stated Communication 

At our 1st Stated Communication of September, we will be voting on whether Sandoval 
Lodge will submit an Amendment to the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico.

This proposed amendment emphasizes the importance of every Master Mason learning the 
Master Masonôs Proficiency, for several reasons:

Our Obligation defines us as Masons. It is what makes us who we are and is the foundation 
of our Craft.

Our Lodge already requires this standard. At Sandoval Lodge, a Master Mason must 
complete their proficiency in order to become a Stationed Officer.

Setting the Example at the Grand Lodge level. This amendment would require that any 
Mason wishing to serve as an Officer of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico or to Chair one of 

its Committees must have completed their Master Masonôs Proficiency. By doing so, our 
Grand Lodge will lead by example, encouraging all Masons across the jurisdiction to 

uphold the same standard of knowledge and commitment.

If our Lodge votes in favor, we will then seek the signatures of two other Lodges in New 
Mexico to co-sponsor this amendment. Once accomplished, it can be presented for 

consideration and vote at the next Annual Grand Lodge Communication.

Your presence and your voice at this meeting are vital.

 Date: Monday, September 8th
 Dinner at 6:00 PM | Lodge at 7:00 PM

 Sandoval Lodge No. 76

See Next Page for Proposed Amendment to Grand Lodge By-Laws

burx norrod
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Lodge Trailer Update & Parade Participation

By Burx Norrod

the Lodge trailer, which has been used in years past for parades and community events, 
was picked up by Bro. Kenneth Freeman this month and relocated—many thanks to him for 

taking care of this! We also extend our heartfelt gratitude to Dan & Jodie Irick for 
graciously storing the trailer on their property over the last few years. Your support 

has been a big help to the Lodge.

It was mentioned recently that some were disappointed that our Lodge did not participate 
in this year’s July 4th parade. By way of history, those who regularly take part in parades 

generally do so as members of the Shrine or Masonic Youth Groups, which already 
provide strong Masonic representation in the community. The Lodge trailer itself was 
previously decorated and organized as a float by Tyler McKenzie and his wife, but this 

tradition has not continued since his departure from the Lodge.

If any Brother is interested in taking over the coordination of decorating and preparing 
the trailer for future parades—or for any other Lodge-related purposes—please let me 
know. I’ll be glad to support and promote your efforts so that this part of our Lodge’s 

community involvement can be revived.
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Lodge Communications & Technology Update

By Burx Norrod

For as long as I have been a member of Sandoval Lodge, our Lodge email distribution list 
and website have been graciously maintained by WB Bob Finch. Not only has he volunteered 

his time to keep these services running, but he has also personally covered the costs for 
both the Lodge website and Lodge phone number. On behalf of the Lodge, I extend sincere 

thanks to WB Bob for his dedication and generosity over the years.

As of recently, there have been some updates:

Lodge Phone Number: Moving forward, the Lodge phone number will now be assigned to the 
Master of the Lodge, the Lodge Secretary, or both. This eliminates the expense of 

maintaining a separate number—particularly since 99% of calls received were unwanted 
spam.

Lodge Website Expense: At our next meeting, the Lodge will be voting on an expense 
approval of up to $250 per year to fund the website, which will now be maintained under 

the direction of the Lodge Technology Committee.

The Technology Committee will oversee not just the website, but also the Lodge Facebook 
page, our monthly Trestleboard, and any other Lodge-related technology efforts. While 

WB Bob has handled the website, I have been managing our Facebook presence and 
assembling the monthly Trestleboard.

If any Brother would like to step in and assist—or even take over—any of these 
responsibilities, please let me know. I’ll be glad to show you the process and hand over the 

reins, whether you want to continue it as I’ve been doing or put your own spin on it as I did 
when I took over the monthly Trestleboard in September 2023. 
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Mark your calendars for this exciting Lodge  
event happening next month!  
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